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their origin to the divine Eama, king of Ayodhya, and ancestor of the Sourya-
vansis, through his second son Gush, one of whose descendants built the celebrated
fortress of Ehotas, in Behar, and took the name of K&chwa. In 295, one of
their kings, Fal Pal, removed westward, and established himself at Nishida, now
called Nurwar; their third capital was Gwalior. In 967, Dhola Eae, the son of
the last rajah, was driven from his country by a usurper, and forced to seek
refuge among the Mynas of Dhoundhar, by whom he was very kindly received,
and whom he, by a long course of disgraceful treachery, succeeded in dispossessing
of their country. At the time of the Mussulman invasion, the K&chwa kings of
Ambir were amongst the first to seek their alliance. In the reign of Akbar,
Bhagwaudas gave one of his daughters in marriage to Prince Selim, afterwards
the Emperor Jehanghir; and his name is consequently held in execration by the
Rajpoots, who reproach him with having been the first to stain the purity of their
race by a matrimonial alliance with the Islamites. This act drew down such
opprobrium on the name of Kachwa that they are considered, to the present day,
inferior to the other races of Eajesthan.

The ancient masters of the kingdom of Jeypore were the Mynas, one of the
great aboriginal races, who, like the Bheels, the Ghounds, and the J&ts, divided
the countries now occupied by the Eajpoots. The Mynas of Dhoundhar were
divided into five great tribes called Panchwara, and inhabited a vast kingdom
comprising the whole chain of the Kalikho mountains from Ajmere to Delhi;
their principal towns were Ambir, Khogaum, and Mauch. They preserved their
independence longer than the Bheels, and were not entirely subjugated till near
the thirteenth century; numerous proofs also exist of the advanced state of
civilisation to which they had attained. Driven back to the mountains, they
have by degrees relapsed very nearly to their original condition, and their wild
tribes spread themselves as far as t}ie mountains of Central India, All the
aboriginal races of Eajpootana, the Mynas as well as the Bheels and Mhairs, live
in villages called Pals, which circumstance has given them the generic name of
Palitas. Their habits do not differ from those of the Bheels; they live by hunt-
ing and brigandage, rather than by cultivating the soil, and always march armed
with bows and arrows and long lattis, which are bamboos tipped with iron.
Their skin is black, their hair long and silky, and their features more refined anil
intelligent than those of the Bheels.

The climate of Jeypore is, perhaps, the healthiest in Eajpootana, but it
certainly is not the most agreeable. The seasons are more decided than in the
south, the winter being sometimes almost severe, and the thermometer in January
falling to zero, but only in the early morning. The heat continues to increase
until the month of March, when the hot winds, the scourge of Upper India, begin
to blow. The season is ushered in by storms of sand; which is carried along by
the violence of the north wind, and does groat damage in the provinces of Mewat
and of the Jats. The sky becomes obscured by heavy clouds of a dull yellow
colour, composed of a mixture of sand and vapour, which falls in the most un-
pleasant sort of rain you can possibly imagine. These storms are succeeded by
the hot winds from the west, which gain additional heat by passing for hundreds
of miles over the burning sands of Marosthan, Beloochistan, and Persia. These
winds are so hot that the ground becomes parched, the trees lose their leaves, and
all vegetation ceases at their first approach. The European, suffocated by this